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Background 
In addition to document 8-8, FEAP likes to inform the Meeting of additional communication between the 
aquaculture organizations and DG Environment, namely a letter from Danish Aquaculture on August 1, 2016 
and the general reply of October 11, 2016 from DG Environment. 

In the submitted document FEAP shortly describes its position on the recent report (April 12, 2016) from the 
European Court of Auditors (ECA). 

The recent report of ECA is quoted in the correspondence and also in document 8-6 from CCB and WWF. 

The statement from the press release, “The Baltic is one of the world’s most polluted seas.”, is used by both 
DG Environment and the NGO’s. 

The statement has, however, no basis in the report. As source a 2013-report for European Environment 
Agency (EEA) is stated.  

1) This report however only deals with the EU-waters and not the “World”. 
2) The 2013-report is not the latest on that subject from EEA. The latest is from March 2015 – one year 

prior to ECA’s report. 
3) In the EEA-reports data are missing for many parts of the EU-seas. The Baltic Sea is certainly not 

singled out as special polluted. In the tables in the EEA-reports the Baltic Sea and the English Channel 
are more or less similar. 

The ECA-report does not deal with eutrophication etc. It deals mainly with a judgement on the EU-countries’ 
implementation of various directives, that should contribute to less eutrophication. Waste water-directives 
etc. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to provide a feedback on the above stated point of view. 
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Concerns: Your letter dated 31 August 2016  

 

 

Dear Mr Hough, 

 

Thank you for your letter regarding the recently published Commission Staff Working 

Document on the application of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and the Marine 

Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) in relation to aquaculture (SWD(2016) 178 final) 

and which sets out FEAP's views. 

 

As you know, FEAP was consulted on the draft of this Commission Staff Working 

document in the framework of the Strategic Coordination Group (SCG) meeting 

(Brussels, 29 September 2015) and comments submitted by FEAP to the Commission on 

7 October 2015 were taken into consideration in the preparation of the final document. 

FEAP and its member organisations were also represented and provided comments in all 

6 workshops organised by CEFAS in preparation of the background document on which 

the Commission Staff Working Document is based.  

 

As you rightly point out in your letter, the document's objective is to assist Member 

States and the industry in the implementation of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) in relation to aquaculture, and 

illustrate how environmental protection can be compatible with sustainable aquaculture. 

Although clearly the socio-economic impact of all EU legislation is of crucial 

importance, the objective of the document was to present practical guidance in 

implementation of the Directives.   

 

With regards to FEAP's request to guide authorities not to apply the Precautionary 

Principle on the inflow of nutrients into WFD areas, we would like to recall that the 

Precautionary Principle is enshrined in Article 191 of the Treaty on the Functioning of 

the European Union (EU). It aims at ensuring a higher level of environmental protection 

through preventative decision-taking in the case of risk.  
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The Communication from the Commission
1
 that you refer to in your letter outlines the 

Commission's approach in applying the precautionary principle and establishes common 

guidelines on its application. We would like to highlight that the document stresses that 

"The precautionary principle is relevant only in the event of a potential risk, even if this 

risk cannot be fully demonstrated or quantified or its effects determined because of the 

insufficiency or inclusive nature of the scientific data. It should however be noted that the 

precautionary principle can under no circumstances be used to justify the adoption of 

arbitrary decisions." We do not consider it necessary at this stage to provide new 

guidelines on the application of the precautionary principle to each specific sector. 

 

In relation to the Baltic Sea, we would like to clarify that the Commission Staff Working 

Document does not state that the Baltic Sea is significantly eutrophic, as you suggest in 

your letter. However, based on currently available information – including, the report of 

the European Court of Auditors that you refer to in your letter – there is a clear need to 

reduce the overall nutrients load in the Baltic Sea Basin; ignoring this aspect would in 

our view reduce the usefulness of the document for operators and public authorities in 

this sea basin. 

 

Finally we wish to underline that aquaculture is one of the pillars of the EU's Blue 

Growth Strategy and its development can contribute the EU's priorities in growth, jobs 

and investment. The Commission supports the development of sustainable aquaculture 

and the aim of the Commission Staff Working Document is to help national and regional 

administrations to implement EU environmental legislation without imposing 

unnecessary burdens on producers. 

 

We would like to thank FEAP for its contribution.   

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

       Elisa ROLLER           Pavel MISIGA               Matjaž MALGAJ 

(Head of Unit MARE.A.2) (Head of Unit ENV.C.1)      (Head of Unit ENV.C.2) 
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